PROSPECTS OF RURAL INDUSTRIALIZATION            233
principal hydro-electric and thermal power stations in
operation in India. (Over 42 per cent of electrical energy
generated throughout India is at present utilized in the cities
of Bombay and Calcutta alone. Including Cawnpore and
Ahmedabad, over half the output of the Indian electric supply
.industry is being absorbed in these four cities).
Although with regard to her present output of electric
energy India ranks last among the important industrial coun-
tries of the world, the potentialities of development are great
amd to quote from the Triennial Report of the Hydro-Electric
Survey of India (1919-21),
No pent-up Utica contracts your powers
But the whole boundless continent is yours.
After the war Sir William Stampe, Irrigation Advi-
ser to the Government of India, assisted the various provin-
cial governments in formulating plans for the posit-war electric
development in their respective provinces. The Government
of India have also sett up a Central Technical Power Board to
execute the post-war electric power plans. Intentions of the
Governments of the Punjab, Bombay, Bihar and the United
Provinces regarding the establishment of electric grids to assist
their plans of agricultural development by providing power
for pumping are also well known. The Central and provincial
governments are all committed to the policy of providing cheap
electric power to villages and fthe rural areas; a Committee
of leading power engineers has also been appointed to advise
the government regarding the post-war requirement of electric
plant. The report of the Committee has not yet seea the light
of day but it transpires that the Committee is of the opinion
tha|t in the next few years plant worth Rs. 4,000 millions may
be required, the immiediate aim being the production of 7
million K.W. of energy. If the press reports with regard to
these decisions are correct, as they are likely to be, electric
development in the post-war period is going to be really very
splendid and full of promise for the development of rural
industries.
In the ordinary circumstances, hydronelectricity from indi-
vidual schemes may not be generated in India at a cheap rate,
because the rainfall in India is seasonal and the differences in
the hot weafther and monsoon discharges of most of the rivers